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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Rugby. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1948,  the  hrst  of 
which  I  hope  may  be  a  series  to  approach  the  29  reports  presented  by  my 
predecessor,  Dr.  H.  Gibbons  Ward. 

The  changes  brought  about  by  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946,  saw  a  break  up  of  Mid- Warwickshire  Combined  Districts  with  your 
Council  and  the  Council  of  the  Rural  District  of  Rugby  forming  a  new 
Eastern  Area,  each  Council  retaining  its  independence  for  environmental 
services  and  combining  to  form  Committees  for  area  administration  of 
Part  3  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  and  for  educational  purposes. 
These  Committees  are  in  their  infancy,  but  the  local  interest  in  the  day 
to  day  administration  of  these  services  will  increase  with  the  passage  of 
time  to  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  area. 

The  vital  statistics  can  be  regarded  with  satisfaction.  The  popula¬ 
tion,  estimated  mid  year  1948  to  be  45,180,  shows  an  increase  of  1,400 
over  the  1947  figure,  which  is  an  indication  of  the  rapid  growth  taking 
place  in  the  Borough.  The  actual  number  of  births  and  birth  rate 
reveals  a  considerable  fall  from  the  figures  and  rate  of  the  previous  year, 
but  this  is  not  peculiar  to  Rugby,  as  the  national  birth  rate  for  1948  and 
1947  are  given  as  17-9  and  20-5  (per  thousand  of  the  population) 
respectively.  The  death  rate  of  9-85  (per  thousand  of  the  population) 
appears  favourable  with  the  rate  of  11-00  in  1947.  It  will  be  noted  in 
the  table  in  Section  A  that  rather  more  than  one  quarter  of  all  deaths 
were  attributable  to  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  and 
rather  less  than  one  sixth  to  cancer. 

The  number  of  still  births  recorded  in  1948  was  almost  double  that 
of  the  previous  year.  Why  this  should  be  so  it  is  difficult  to  state,  but 
one  wonders  whether  it  be  that  so  many  women  are  in  full  time  employ¬ 
ment  and  remain  so  employed  to  an  advanced  stage  of  pregnancy. 

Turning  to  the  sanitary  aspects  of  the  report,  I  herewith  tender  my 
thanks  to  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Bartlett,  for  his  contribution 
to  the  report  under  Sections  C,  D  and  E,  and  which  have  been  so  complete 
that  little  comment  is  necessary  from  me.  I  would  at  this  stage  quote 
from  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  as  follows  : — 

“  The  year  has  been  one  in  which  no  great  achievements  can  be 
recorded.  There  has  been  progress,  although  not  at  a  rate  one  would 
desire,  but,  having  due  regard  to  the  frustrating  shortages  one  should 
not  be  too  disappointed.  If  particular  mention  is  made  of  anything, 
it  should  be  of  the  response  of  owners  and  occupiers  of  premises 
where  food  is  handled  and  of  the  special  efforts  of  the  sanitary 
inspecting  staff  to  achieve  improvements  in  such  premises. 

An  expression  of  appreciation  of  the  general  work  of  the  staff  is 
appropriate,  with  reference  also  to  the  ending  of  a  long  and  cordial 
association  with  Dr.  IT.  Gibbons  Ward  on  31st  October,  1948. 

Two  members  of  the  staff  have  been  successful  in  examinations 
and  are  to  be  congratulated.” 

I  am  also  indebted  to  the  Borough  Surveyor,  Mr.  Spicer,  for  details 
regarding  the  Borough's  water  undertaking,  and  to  Mr.  Chisnall  for 
compiling  figures  relating  to  the  housing  progress  in  the  town  during  the 
year  1948. 

I  am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

DAVID  J.  JONES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 
1(a)  GENERAL  STATISTICS,  1948. 


Area  in  acres 

Population  (estimated  mid- 1948)  ... 
Rateable  value  (31st  March,  1948) 
Product  of  a  penny  rate  ... 


7,010 
...  45,180 

£330,382 
£1,373  6s.  5d. 


1(b)  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTH-RATE  per 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

T otal  1 ,000  of  the  estimated 

Legitimate 

...  359 

395 

population. 

754 

Illegitimate 

...  15 

13 

28 

374 

408 

782  17-31 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

T  otal 

Rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated 
population. 

0-38 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

•  •  • 

10 

6 

1 

16 

1 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

T otal  ( Live  and  Still) 
Births. 

21-28 

- 

10 

7 

17 

DEATH-RATE  per 

Deaths  Male  Female  Total  1 ,000  of  the  estimated- 

population. 

All  causes  .  227  218  445  9-85 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 


Nil. 

1 


Rate  per  1,000 
Total  ( Live  and  Still) 
Births. 


Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  puerperal  causes 


5 


1-25 


Infant  Mortality 


Male  Female  Total 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Rate  per  1,000 
Live  Births. 

9  8  17  21-74 

11  1-28 


9  9  18  23-02 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) . 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

,,  ,,  Measles 

„  ,,  Whooping  Cough  ... 


71 

Nil. 

Nil. 

1 


2.  AREA  AND  POPULATION. 

The  area  of  the  Borough  is  7,010  acres. 

Population.  The  Registrar-General  has  estimated  the  population 
of  the  Borough  for  mid-1948  as  45,180,  an  increase  of  1,400  over  1947. 
The  natural  increase  in  population,  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was 

337. 


Deaths.  The  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  Borough  was  445 
compared  with  482  in  1947.  The  death-rate  of  9-85  per  1,000  of  the 
population  is  lower  by  1-15  as  compared  with  the  previous  year  and 
lower  by  0-95  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  following  table  gives  the  death  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population 
for  the  years  1944-1948  : — 


1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

Rugby  M.B. 

(No.  of  deaths)  ... 

9-30 

(406) 

10-0 

(429) 

10-10 

(438) 

11-00 

(482) 

9-85 

(445) 

W  arwickshire 

10-64 

10-45 

10-61 

10-68 

England  and  Wales 

11-6 

11-4 

11-5 

12-0 

10-8 

Details  of  the  causes  of  death  are  given  overleaf. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1948. 


Causes  of  Death 

M  ales 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

— 

— 

— 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

1 

— 

1 

3. 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  cough  ... 

— 

1 

1 

5. 

Diphtheria... 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

22 

9 

31 

7. 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

4 

2 

6 

8. 

Syphilitic  disease... 

3 

— 

3 

9. 

Influenza  ... 

— 

1 

1 

10. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

11. 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and  polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

12. 

Acute  infective  encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

13. 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus 
uterus  (F) 

(M). 

3 

4 

7 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

6 

11 

17 

15. 

Cancer  of  breast  ... 

— 

5 

5 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

30 

12 

42 

17. 

Diabetes  ... 

1 

1 

2 

18. 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  ... 

15 

26 

41 

19. 

Heart  disease 

62 

66 

12S 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

15 

6 

21 

21. 

Bronchitis  ... 

7 

9 

16 

22. 

Pneumonia 

8 

6 

14 

23. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

3 

5 

8 

24. 

Ulceration  of  the  stomach  or  duodenum 

4 

3 

7 

25. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

— 

— 

— 

26. 

Appendicitis 

— - 

1 

1 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases... 

3 

8 

11 

28. 

Nephritis  ... 

7 

6 

13 

29. 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes  ... 

— 

1 

1 

31. 

Premature  birth  ... 

o 

Au 

2 

4 

32. 

Congenital  malformations,  birth  injury,  infan¬ 
tile  disease  ... 

4 

4 

8 

33. 

Suicide 

2 

1 

3 

34. 

Road  traffic  accidents  ... 

3 

3 

35. 

Other  violent  causes 

4 

6 

10 

36. 

All  other  causes  ... 

. . . 

18 

22 

40 

Total  All  Causes 

227 

218 

445 

Births.  The  number  of  live  births  assigned  to  the  Borough  was 
782  compared  with  865  in  1947.  The  birth  rate  of  17-31  is  lower  by 
2-49  per  1,000  of  the  population  compared  with  the  previous  year  and 
slightly  lower  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  (17-9).  The  birth 
rate  exceeded  the  death  rate  by  7*46  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
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The  birth  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  during  the  last  five  years 
have  been  as  follows  : — 


1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

Rugby  . 

20-00 

19-20 

19-70 

19-80 

17-31 

Warwickshire 

20-88 

18-95 

19-64 

20-77 

England  and  Wales 

17-6 

16-1 

19-1 

20-5 

17-9 

Still  Births.  The  number  of  still  births  in  the  Borough  during  the 
year  was  17  (10  legitimate  males,  6  legitimate  females,  1  illegitimate 
female)  compared  with  10  in  1947. 

The  still  birth  rates  per  1 ,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  for  the  past 
five  years  have  been  as  follows  : — 


1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

Rugby 

23-17 

20-23 

14-92 

11-42 

21-28 

W  arwickshire 

25-35 

25-39 

22-32 

19-93 

Illegitimate  Births.  There  were  28  illegitimate  live  births  assigned 
to  the  Borough  in  1948. 

Maternal  Mortality.  During  1948  only  1  maternal  death  occurred 
in  the  Borough. 

Infant  Mortality.  The  number  of  infants  who  died  before  reaching 
the  age  of  one  year  was  18  (9  male,  9  female).  One  female  was  illegitimate. 

The  deaths  per  1,000  live  births  during  the  years  1944-1948  are 
given  below  : — 


1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

Rugbjr 

34 

46 

31 

35-83 

23-02 

W  arwickshire 

35 

42 

40 

34-27 

England  and  Wales 

46 

46 

43 

41 

34 
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The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  OF  CHILDREN 
UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE. 


Cause  of  Death 

Ag 

e  in  We 

eks 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5—52 

1 .  Congenital  malformation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2.  Diseases  of  early  infancy  : 

(a)  Congenital  debility 

1 

1 

(b)  Premature  birth  ... 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

(c)  Injury  at  birth  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

(d)  Atelectasis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(e)  Others 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3.  Diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

4 

4.  Diseases  of  digestive  system... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Diseases  of  nervous  system  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Tuberculous  diseases... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

7.  Infectious  disease 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

8.  Syphilis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Overlaying 

— 

— 

- — - 

- — - 

— 

— 

10.  Other  violence 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

11.  All  other  causes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Totals  ... 

9 

1 

1 

1 

6 

18 

Neo-Natal  Deaths.  The  number  of  infants  who  died  within  28  days 
of  birth  was  12.  The  death  rate  of  these  infants  per  1,000  live  births  was 
15-35. 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

1.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  the  services  of  the  laboratory  at  the 
University  of  Birmingham  were  utilised  for  the  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tions  relating  to  the  control  of  infectious  diseases.  Samples  of  milk  were 
also  examined  for  cleanliness  and  keeping  quality  at  the  University. 
Water  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  to  The 
Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories,  London. 

A  new  laboratory  has  now  been  opened  at  Coventry  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  of  the  Medical  Research  Council  and  examina¬ 
tions  both  biological  and  bacteriological  are  now  carried  out  at  that 
Laboratory  and  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories. 


2.  DIPHTHERIA  ANTI-TOXIN. 

Until  July,  1948,  a  supply  of  Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  was  held  on 
behalf  of  the  Corporation  by  Messrs.  A.  G.  Chamberlain  &  Sons,  Chemists, 
Rugby.  This  has  now  been  discontinued  and  supplies  may  be  obtained, 
free  of  charge,  by  medical  practitioners,  either  from  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Coventry,  or  from  the  Hospitals  in  the  area. 


3.  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

Prior  to  the  5th  July,  1948,  nursing  in  the  home  was  carried  out  by 
the  various  District  Nursing  Associations  within  the  borough.  The 
midwifery  service  was  operated  by  full  time  midwives  employed  directly 
by  the  County  Council.  Since  the  inception  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  the  District  Nursing  Associations  have  functioned  on  an 
agency  basis  for  the  County  Council.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
number  of  staff  available  for  nursing  and  midwifery  services  is  most 
inadequate,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  future  may  see  a  larger  number 
of  nurses  working  in  the  area  and  able  to  cope  with  the  increased  demand 
upon  their  services. 
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4.  AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 


The  ambulance  service  has  been  operated  by  the  Warwickshire 
County  Council  since  1941,  when  that  authority  took  over  from  the 
Borough  Fire  Brigade  responsibility  for  the  service.  It  is  operated  by  a 
full  time  staff,  manning  a  fleet  of  modern  vehicles.  Since  5th  July  when 
the  National  Health  Service  Act  came  into  force  the  service  has  been 
entirely  free.  During  the  year  the  number  of  miles  covered  by  the 
various  ambulances  was  92,000,  and  the  number  of  patients  transported 
9,420. 

5.  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Child  Welfare  Centres,  Ante  Natal  and  Post  Natal  Clinics,  School 
Medical  Clinics  are  operated  within  the  borough  by  the  County  Council 
and  staffed  by  Medical  Officers  employed  by  that  authority.  The 
following  Centres  functioned  during  the  year  : 

1.  Child  Welfare. 

Rugby  First  Aid  Post — Every  Friday  and  alternate  Monday 

afternoons. 

New  Bilton  —  every  Wednesday  afternoon. 

Bilton  —  alternate  Thursdays. 

Hillmorton  —  alternate  Mondays. 

The  attendances  at  some  of  these  Centres  is  very  great,  and  it  will 
be  necessary  in  the  future  to  consider  opening  further  Clinics  in  various 
parts  of  the  borough. 

2.  Ante  Natal  and  Post  Natal  Clinics. 

The  following  Centres  were  held  during  the  year  : — 

The  Bungalow — every  Monday  and  alternate  Wednesdays. 

Post  Natal  session  held  twice  a  month. 

3.  School  Medical  Clinic. 

Rugby  First  Aid  Post — Tuesday  and  Friday  each  week. 
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SECTION  G. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supplies.  Water  is  obtained  from  Stanford  Reservoir,  of 
250  million  gallons  capacity,  situated  some  eight  miles  from  Rugby,  on 
the  upper  sources  of  the  River  Avon.  It  is  hard  in  character — 140  parts 
per  million  temporary  and  95  parts  permanent,  contains  no  excess  of 
salinity  or  mineral  constituents  in  solution,  and  is  free  from  metals  apart 
from  traces  of  iron  and  manganese.  It  is  of  fairly  satisfactory  organic 
quality  for  a  raw  supply  while  the  bacterial  purity  is  of  a  reasonable 
standard.  A  further  source  is  from  the  River  Avon  at  Brownsover,  and 
this  is  similar  in  character  to  Stanford  except  that  it  is  inferior  in  quality 
and  the  hardness  is  increased  to  210  parts  temporary  and  95  parts  perma¬ 
nent.  The  third  source  of  supply  is  from  the  River  Swift  Feeder  to  the 
Canal,  and  very  hard  in  character  being  240  parts  temporary  and  95  parts 
permanent. 

All  these  waters  are  reasonable  for  raw  supply  and  no  exceptional 
difficulty  is  experienced  in  the  treatment  of  the  water  for  the  production 
of  a  public  supply. 

Bacteriological  and  Chemical  Analyses  of  Water.  The  bacterio¬ 
logical  and  chemical  analyses  of  the  water  have  been  undertaken  at 
regular  monthly  intervals  during  the  year,  in  order  to  ensure  that  the 
supply  is  satisfactory. 

In  every  case  of  water  supplied  to  the  consumer,  the  report  given 
by  the  analyst  has  shown  the  results  as  consistent  with  an  efficiently 
treated  water,  pure  and  wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for  public 
supply  purposes. 

A  resident  Attendant  is  at  Stanford  Reservoir,  and  he  makes  regular 
inspections  of  the  whole  of  the  catchment  area.  Villages  in  the  area  are 
connected  to  sewage  disposal  works  which  are  inspected  regularly.  No 
access  to  the  Reservoir  grounds  is  allowed  except  with  permission,  which 
is  restricted  to  ornithologists,  etc. 

The  daily  average  quantity  supplied  during  the  year  ending  31st 
March,  1949,  was  2,059,726  gallons,  and  the  supply  was  maintained  at 
all  times. 

The  whole  of  the  borough  with  the  exception  of  approximately 
20  houses  with  an  estimated  population  of  74,  is  supplied  with  water 
from  the  public  mains. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage.  Practically  the  whole  of  the  borough  is 
drained  to  the  public  sewerage  system,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  the 
foul  and  surface  water  systems  are  separate,  or  partially  separate.  There 
are  two  sewage  disposal  works,  one  for  Hillmorton  and  the  other  situated 
at  Newbold,  for  the  remainder  of  the  borough.  Apart  from  Newbold, 
Brownsover  and  the  B.T.H.  Works,  all  sewerage  is  by  gravitation. 

The  dry  weather  flow  at  the  Main  Works  is  1,630,000  gallons  and  at 
Hillmorton  180,000  gallons. 

In  each  case  the  method  of  treatment  is  by  settling  tanks,  percolating 
filters  followed  by  humus  tanks,  with  a  certain  amount  of  land  irrigation. 

Analyses  of  the  final  effluent  to  the  River  from  the  Main  Works  give 
results  ranging  from  13  to  36  parts  per  million  Suspended  Matter  (Total). 
6*4  to  13T  parts  per  million  oxygen  absorbed  (4  hrs.  at  27°C.).  7-2  to  24 

parts  per  million  Biological  oxygen  Demand  (5  days  18*3°C.). 

These  can  be  considered  reasonably  satisfactory  as  a  scheme  for  the 
provision  of  additional  works  to  cope  with  the  increased  amount  of 
sewage  is  awaiting  approval  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

During  the  year  a  new  length  of  sewer  to  serve  32  houses  at  Newbold 
was  laid  and  additional  schemes  are  in  preparation. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal.  During  the  war  years  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  refuse  suffered  considerably,  due  to  the  shortage  of  labour  and 
vehicles.  In  May,  1948,  the  system  was  reviewed  and  the  town  formed 
into  three  districts  each  served  by  two  vehicles  with  a  Charge-hand  in 
control  of  each  area,  and  with  a  further  vehicle  for  the  central  town 
shopping  area.  The  system  worked  very  satisfactorily  to  commence 
with,  the  normal  time  of  collection  was  from  10  to  12  days.  Owing  to 
various  difficulties,  due  to  labour  and  vehicles,  and  with  the  increased 
load,  the  time  of  collection  reached  the  high  period  of  21  days.  A  stoppage 
of  work  eventually  happened,  and  after  discussions  with  the  men  con¬ 
cerned,  the  need  of  a  regular  fortnightly  collection  with  a  10  day 
collection  in  the  summer,  was  stressed.  The  assistance  of  outside 
contractors  was  obtained  for  a  period  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the 
collection  was  improved  to  16  days. 

Owing  to  shortage  of  labour  the  Refuse  Destructor  is  closed  tempor¬ 
arily,  and  all  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  two  tips  on 
the  outskirts  of  the  borough. 

From  time  to  time  considerable  fly  breeding  has  taken  place  and  the 
assistance  of  the  Health  Department  has  been  sought  to  keep  the  infesta¬ 
tions  under  control.  This  has  been  effectively  achieved  by  the  use  of 
Gammexane  dust  spread  over  the  tipping  face  and  upon  the  levelled 
refuse.  This  dressing  has  also  achieved  complete  control  of  crickets. 


Scavenging.  The  whole  of  the  built-up  portion  of  the  borough  is 
swept  by  a  mechanical  sweeper,  the  centre  daily  and  the  remainder 
fortnightly.  In  addition  24  street  scavengers  are  employed  who  deal 
with  the  footpaths  and  the  general  cleanliness  of  the  street. 

Gullies  are  cleansed  mechanically,  and  the  vehicle  is  used  alternate 
weeks  in  the  flushing  of  sewers  and  on  gully  cleansing.  All  sewers  are 
flushed  at  least  once  a  fortnight  and  gullies  cleansed  7  times  per  year. 
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Swimming  Pools.  The  Regent  Street  Baths  has  provision  for  29 
slipper  baths  in  addition  to  the  swimming  pool  of  a  capacity  of  approx. 
85,000  gallons.  The  water  is  filtered  by  a  Royles  filtration  plant,  using 
alumina  and  soda,  and  chlorinated  before  entering  the  pool — the  turnover 
period  is  4  hrs.  During  May  trouble  was  experienced,  but  immediate 
action  was  taken  to  remedy  the  matter  and  samples  taken  proved  the 
water  of  satisfactory  organic  and  bacterial  purity,  and  suitable  for 
swimming  bath  purposes. 

The  total  number  of  bathers  during  the  year  was  72,158. 

The  Newbold  Road  open  air  pool  has  a  capacity  of  250,000  gallons 
and  again,  water  is  filtered  and  chlorinated  by  a  Paterson’s  filtration 
plant,  the  turnover  period  being  8  hrs.  Analyses  shew  the  water  of 
satisfactory  organic  quality  and  of  a  high  standard  of  bacterial  purity. 

The  total  number  of  bathers  during  the  year  was  16,362. 


Infectious  Diseases.  Enquiries  were  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors’  Staff  into  all  cases  of  infectious  diseases  it  was  deemed 
necessary  to  investigate. 

Disinfection  has  been  carried  out  by  means  of  formaldehyde  in  the 
form  of  spray  or  vapour  after  removal  of  cases  to  hospital  or  upon 
notification  by  the  Doctor  in  charge  that  the  patient  is  free  from  infection. 

Disinfection  is  also  carried  out  after  removal  of  cases  of  tuberculosis 
to  a  Sanatorium  or  after  death,  and  is  offered  when  death  has  resulted 
from  cancer. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  made  201  visits  of  enquiry  in  respect 
of  infectious  disease  cases  and  the  disinfection  of  222  rooms  has  been 
carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Assistant. 


Rodent  Control.  Action  for  the  purpose  of  rodent  control  is  based 
upon  the  powers  given  in  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919,  and 
the  Infestation  Order,  1943. 

Operative  schemes  covering  public  sewers,  private  dwelling  houses 
business  premises  and  Corporation  properties  have  been  continued 
throughout  the  year. 

Maintenance  treatments  of  the  sewers  were  carried  out  in  January 
and  August  when  676  and  630  manholes  respectively  were  baited.  On 
the  occasion  of  the  first  of  these  maintenance  treatments  43  takes  were 
noted,  and  on  the  second  70,  and  although  this  compares  very  favourably 
with  the  327  takes  recorded  on  the  occasion  of  the  initial  treatment  1  was 
not  satisfied  that  there  was  not  some  surface/sewer  linkage.  To  test  the 
effectiveness  of  the  second  treatment  post  baiting  was  carried  out  in 
selected  areas  with  negative  results.  Investigations  have  been  made  in 
the  hope  of  establishing  the  surface/sewer  link  but  without  results. 
Subsequent  treatment  may  show  that  the  indications  that  gave  rise  to 
the  suspicions  were  of  a  “  freak  ”  nature  and  of  no  significance. 

Under  the  Private  Dwelling  House  Scheme  the  initial  survey  was 
completed,  during  which  12,517  premises  were  visited.  Of  those  visits 
891  were  made  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  under  review. 
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Casual  complaints  are  being  received  in  greater  numbers,  not,  one  is 
convinced  because  surface  infestations  have  increased  but  rather  because 
a  greater  interest  is  being  taken  by  the  Public,  and  complaints  are  made 
of  conditions  which  hitherto  would  have  been  ignored.  Another  point  of 
interest  and  concern  is  the  considerable  increase  of  rats  upon  land  occupied 
by  the  Corporation  for  Sewage  treatment  purposes.  This  may  in  fact  be 
merely  a  concentration  of  rat  population  due  to  the  placing  of  attractive 
food  at  an  available  point,  since  it  is  at  a  site  where  it  has  been  necessary 
to  bury  fish  offal  in  order  to  dispose  of  it  while  the  Refuse  Destructor  is 
out  of  action.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  conditions  such  as  have  been 
described  are  most  favourable  to  the  creation  of  a  “  reservoir  ”  infestation, 
frequent  treatment  has  kept  the  actual  infestation  within  bounds. 
Further  frequent  treatment  will  be  carried  out  so  long  as  this  method  of 
disposal  of  offal  continues. 

During  the  year  7  infestations  on  business  premises  were  dealt  with, 
the  cost  of  such  treatment  as  was  necessary,  being  recovered  from  the 
occupiers. 

No  recovery  of  costs  in  respect  of  treatment  at  private  dwelling 
houses  was  made. 

Verminous  Premises.  During  the  year  only  35  visits  were  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  respect  of  verminous  premises,  and  this  may  be 
taken  as  a  measure  of  the  number  of  verminous  houses  in  the  Borough. 
There  are  in  fact  very  few.  Treatments  have  varied  according  to  the 
infestation,  but  a  greater  use  has  been  made  of  Gammexane  in  one  of  its 
forms  of  application  than  previously.  The  general  impression  gained  is 
that  for  bugs  and  cockroaches  it  is  of  considerable  value. 

Newly  erected  Council  houses  have  been  sprayed  internally  with 
D.D.T.  emulsion  in  order  to  set  up  a  barrier  between  the  possible  vermin 
in  furniture,  bedding,  etc.,  brought  in  by  new  tenants.  It  is  not  known 
definitely  whether  any  tenant  has  taken  vermin  into  the  new  houses,  but 
no  complaints  of  infestations  by  bed  bugs  or  fleas  have  been  received. 

A  few  excessive  moth  infestations  have  been  treated  with  success 
where  householders  had  tried  in  vain  to  achieve  control. 

Factories  Act,  1937  and  1948.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  tabulated 
statement  below  a  total  of  277  inspections  were  made  under  these  Acts 
and  40  written  notices  were  issued. 

These  notices  were  in  the  main  for  the  provision  or  maintenance  of 
sanitary  accommodation  in  order  to  comply  with  the  Sanitary  Accommo¬ 
dation  Regulations,  and  reference  is  made  in  the  table  mentioned  above 
to  the  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Most  of  the  notices  served  and  most  of  the  requirements  made  were 
in  respect  of  the  large  factories  in  the  Borough,  where  war-time  necessity 
had  caused  structural  alterations  and  extensions  to  create  conditions 
at  variance  with  the  Regulations. 

Some  difficulty  had  arisen  too  as  a  result  of  the  changeover  to 
peace-time  production  with  the  consequent  redistribution  of  personnel, 
but  after  full  discussion  with  the  Managements  concerned  work  is  now 
in  hand  which  when  completed  will  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the 
Regulations. 
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Other  matters  such  as  want  of  cleanliness,  inadequate  ventilation, 
etc.,  are  being  dealt  with,  and  no  difficulty  is  anticipated  in  achieving 
compliance  with  the  notices  served. 

Bakehouses  have  received  close  attention,  and  improvements,  some 
of  them  major  in  extent,  are  in  hand. 

PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE 
FACTORIES  ACT,  1937,  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


No.  on 
Register 

No.  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties. 

56" 

21 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

127 

► 

277 

19 

— 

(iii) 

Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out- workers'  premises) . 

1 

J 

T otal  . . . 

184 

277 

40 

— 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


N 

o.  of  Cases  in  which  Defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
Cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

Instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

rred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

11 

5 

_ 

_ 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

(a)  Insufficient 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

34 

14 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  Outwork) 

11 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

61 

23 

— 

— 

— 
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GLASSIFICATION  OF  FACTORIES,  1948. 


Classification 

Mechanical 

N  on-Mechanical 

Aluminium  Casting  and  Fabrication 

2 

1 

Bakers 

5 

1 

Blacksmiths  and  Ironmongers 

2 

1 

Bottling  Establishments  ... 

2 

— 

Builders’  Yards 

3 

7 

Cabinet  Makers  and  Upholsterers 

4 

5 

Cycle  Engineers 

3 

7 

Dairies 

2 

— 

Electrical  and  Radio  Engineers  ... 

3 

2 

Food  Preparation  Premises 

3 

— 

General  Engineers  ... 

4 

— 

Joiners  and  Carpenters 

7 

3 

Laundries 

5 

— 

Masons  and  Sculptors 

— 

3 

Marine  Stores 

1 

1 

Motor  Engineers 

23 

3 

Motor  Body  Builders 

3 

- — 

Painters  and  Decorators  ... 

1 

2 

Printers 

8 

1 

Scientific  Instrument  Makers 

2 

— 

Shoe  and  Boot  Repairers 

19 

2 

Tailors 

7 

4 

Timber  Merchants  ... 

2 

— 

Watch  Repairers  ... 

1 

1 

Water  Engineers  and  Plumbers 

1 

2 

Other  Works 

14 

10 

Totals  ... 

127 

57 

River  Pollution.  Speaking  generally  the  River  Avon  and  the  other 
water  courses  within  the  Borough  are  in  reasonable  condition,  and  having 
regard  to  the  possibilities  of  serious  pollution  by  industrial  wastes  the 
position  is  not  unsatisfactory. 

There  have,  however,  been  occasions  when  considerable  trouble  has 
arisen  in  consequence  of  the  accidental  discharge  of  toxic  wastes  to  the 
surface  water  sewers  and  thence  to  the  River. 

One  such  discharge  in  February,  1948,  of  incompletely  neutralised 
sodium  cyanide  caused  some  fish  mortality,  the  dead  fish  floating  down 
stream  as  far  as  Wolston  from  whence  the  first  reports  were  received. 
Investigations  which  followed  the  receipt  of  the  report  were  prolonged 
and  it  was  not  until  some  days  had  elapsed  that  the  pollution  was  traced 
to  its  source. 

No  cyanide  was  found  in  the  River  on  analysis  of  samples  of  river 
water  but  without  doubt  the  time  lag  between  the  introduction  of  the 
poison  and  the  reception  of  the  report  had  resulted  in  considerable  dilution 
and  the  flow  of  the  River  had  carried  this  minute  concentration  far  beyond 
the  Borough  boundaries.  Officers  of  the  Rugby  Rural  District  Council 
and  of  the  Warwickshire  County  Council  carried  out  investigations  in 
that  part  of  the  River  from  the  Borough  boundaries  onwards  down  stream. 
The  Chief  Chemist  at  the  Coventry  City  Water  Works  at  Ryton  examined 
a  sample  of  river  water  three  days  after  the  discharge  took  place  and 
found  it  contained  excess  ammonia  and  thiocyanate.  No  information 
as  to  the  amount  was  received. 
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In  April,  1948,  another  accidental  discharge  of  an  entirely  different, 
but  fortunately  innocuous,  material  took  place  from  the  same  factory. 

These  matters  have  been  dealt  with  by  action  under  the  Public 
Health  (Drainage  of  Trade  Premises)  Act,  1937,  and  works  are  in  hand 
to  prevent  any  possible  recurrence  of  the  trouble. 

Considerable  fish  mortality  in  a  pond  receiving  surface  drainage  from 
land  being  developed  as  a  housing  estate  was  reported  late  in  June,  1948. 
The  dead  fish  appeared  after  very  heavy  rain  and  surface  washings  from 
the  new  estate  were  suspected  as  the  cause  of  the  trouble.  Water  samples 
were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  and  his  reports  showed 
no  pollution,  but  that  the  oxygen  content  of  the  water  was  so  low  as  to 
be  the  likely  cause  of  the  fish  mortality.  There  has  been  no  recurrence. 

In  September,  1948,  complaints  were  received  of  discolouration  in 
the  river  which  on  sampling  and  analysis  of  the  river  water  did  not 
disclose  the  presence  of  any  deleterious  substance.  The  examination  of 
water  from  a  ditch  receiving  spillage  from  water  columns  in  the  Railway 
Yard  showed  that  a  highly  coloured  effluent  containing  organic  colouring 
matter  was  passing  to  the  river.  Investigation  showed  that  the  substance 
was  a  tannate  believed  to  be  Sodium  tannate  in  solution  and  was  used 
as  an  additive  to  softened  water  to  prevent  foaming  in  locomotive  boilers. 

The  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  Railway  Company. 

In  October,  1948,  due  to  an  accident  in  the  Railway  Yard,  some  of 
the  contents  of  two  3,500  gallon  tanks  of  Sulphuric  Acid  were  found  to 
have  leaked  on  to  the  surface  of  the  Yard.  The  Fire  Brigade  were  called 
in  by  the  Company  to  hose  the  area,  the  drainage  from  which  passed  to 
the  River  Avon.  As  soon  as  the  information  was  received  a  neutralising 
barrier  of  chalk  obtained  from  the  Cement  Works  was  constructed  in  the 
bed  of  the  water  course  and  subsequent  sampling  from  the  River  just 
below  the  outfall  showed  that  this  had  been  effective.  The  precaution 
was  taken  of  informing  all  owners  of  stock  down  stream  to  keep  such  stock 
from  drinking  from  the  River  for  at  least  24  hours.  As  no  report  of  any 
casualties  was  received  it  is  assumed  that  the  precautions  taken  were 
sufficient. 

It  will  be  seen  that  considerable  attention  is  paid  to  the  course  of 
the  River  Avon  within  the  Borough  boundaries  to  deal  with  any  pollution 
which  might  enter,  and  to  prevent  further  pollution  taking  place. 


Smoke  Abatement.  The  Corporation  has  continued  its  member¬ 
ship  of  and  representation  on  the  Midlands  Joint  Advisory  Council  for  the 
abatement  of  smoke  and  atmospheric  pollution  of  which  it  is  one  of 
47  Local  Authorities  in  the  Midlands  so  represented. 

The  National  Survey  of  the  Sources  and  incidence  of  atmospheric 
pollution  was  carried  out  by  the  National  Smoke  Abatement  Society  and 
so  far  as  Rugby  was  concerned  the  details  desired  by  the  Society  were 
supplied  immediately  and  without  difficulty. 

It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  smoke  nuisance  at  a  Public 
building  mentioned  in  the  last  report  was  completely  abated  as  a  result 
of  the  measures  recommended  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Occasional  trouble  arises  from  a  laundry  chimney  but  the  cause  is 
not  apparent  as  the  plant  is  not  overloaded  and  is  well  supervised.  There 
is  also  occasional  trouble  from  the  chimney  of  the  steam  raising  plant  at 
an  institutional  building.  This  appears  to  be  almost  entirely  due  to 
unsatisfactory  firing  on  these  occasions. 
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Eighty  five  observations  were  taken  during  the  year  and  generally 
rather  more  smoke  was  being  emitted  than  in  past  years.  Plant  Engineers 
and  boiler  firemen  complain  of  the  poorer  quality  of  the  fuel  being  received, 
and  there  is  little  doubt  that  complaints  are  often  justifiable.  In  two 
instances,  notices  were  served  for  the  emission  of  black  smoke  in  excess 
of  the  two  minutes  permitted  by  Byelaws. 

There  is,  however,  little  smoke  nuisance  in  the  Borough  either  from 
within  the  area  or  from  pollution  drifting  from  other  Areas. 

Canal  Boats.  There  have  been  no  inspections  made  during  the 
year. 


Shops  Acts.  Attention  has  been  confined  to  the  “  Health  ” 
Clauses  of  the  Acts,  and  little  has  been  necessary  except  to  answer  enquiries 
in  respect  of  the  hours  of  closing  sections. 

During  the  year  92  inspections  were  made  but  it  was  only  necessary 
to  serve  7  informal  notices  in  respect  of  contraventions.  All  requirements 
had  been  complied  with  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

Petroleum  Acts.  Altogether  115  visits  or  revisits  of  inspection 
have  been  made.  The  majority  were  of  a  routine  character  to  see  that 
installations  complied  with  the  conditions  attached  to  licences.  Eighteen 
notices  were  served  in  respect  of  contraventions  found. 

General.  Summaries  in  tabular  form  given  below  show  the  number 
and  type  of  complaints  received,  of  inspections  made  and  of  notices 
served. 

As  was  to  be  expected,  housing  defects  were  responsible  for  the 
largest  single  item  of  complaints  received,  and  apart  from  visits  to 
slaughterhouses,  of  inspections  made.  Attention  is  also  directed  to  the 
high  number  of  interviews  and  rather  unduly  high  number  of  revisits  in 
respect  of  dwelling  house  visits,  as  these  figures  show  that  a  great  deal 
of  time  is  spent  in  persuading  owners  and  builders  to  carry  out  necessary 
repairs,  since  most  of  the  interviews  are  of  this  character. 


ANALYSIS  OF  COMPLAINTS  RECEIVED,  1948. 


Cause  of  Complaint 

Number 

Received 

Housing  defects 

258 

Defective  dustbins 

94 

Drainage  defects,  etc. 

128 

Animals,  Birds,  etc.,  improperly  kept 

19 

Conditions  in  factories  ...  ... 

2 

Offensive  accumulations 

13 

Shops  ... 

1 

Overcrowding  ... 

26 

Rats  and  Mice 

91 

No  access  to  water,  sanitary  accom.,  etc. 

2 

Filthy  and/or  Verminous  premises... 

16 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc. 

1 

Smell  Nuisances 

22 

Insect  Pests 

3 

Water  Supply  ... 

7 

Rivers  and  Streams  ... 

1 

Miscellaneous  ... 

6 

Totals  ... 

690 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE  DURING  1948. 


Initial 

Visits 

Re-visits 

Dwelling  Houses 

476 

1533 

Overcrowding 

51 

4 

Verminous 

24 

11 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

25 

13 

Accumulations 

23 

12 

Animals  and  Birds  ... 

42 

9 

Cesspools 

24 

1 

Drainage 

201 

144 

Drain  Tests  ... 

32 

— 

Entertainment  Houses 

1 

1 

Factories  Act 

183 

47 

Interviews 

635 

— 

Knackers’  Yards 

10 

4 

Offensive  Trades 

2 

— 

Pail  Closets  ... 

137 

— 

Rats  and  Mice 

32 

15 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

79 

26 

Rivers  and  Streams 

66 

28 

Schools 

2 

1 

Sewers 

154 

88 

Shop  Acts 

76 

16 

Smoke  Observations 

85 

35 

Water  Closets 

69 

100 

Water  Supply 

161 

12 

Petroleum  Act 

95 

20 

Miscellaneous 

106 

6 

Slaughter  Houses 

655 

25 

General  Food... 

451 

25 

Meat  Shops  ... 

20 

1 

Food  Preparation 

77 

45 

Ice  Cream 

67 

6 

Bakehouses 

34 

13 

Markets 

55 

2 

Milk  and  Dairies 

90 

18 

Cowsheds 

59 

17 

Food  and  Drugs 

204 

19 

Bacteriological 

237 

- — ■ 

Biological 

48 

— 

Water  ... 

4 

— 

Infectious  Disease  ... 

190 

11 

Totals  ... 

4982 

2307 

1 

SUMMARY  OF  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  1948. 


Statute 

Sewed 

Complied  with 

Preliminary 

Statutory 

Preliminary 

Statutory 

Public  Health  Acts 

342 

119 

361 

59 

Housing  Acts 

4 

— 

43 

7 

Factory  Acts 

40 

- — - 

6 

■ — 

Rugby  Corporation  Acts... 

64 

- — - 

48 

1 

Shop  Acts  ... 

7 

— 

7 

— 

Milk  and  Dairies  ... 

4 

— 

2 

1 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 

64 

— 

19 

— 

Petroleum  Act 

18 

— 

21 

— 

Rugby  Urban  District 
Council  Act  ... 

— 

9 

4 

2 

Total  ... 

543 

128 

511 

70 

During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Assistant  made  2,266  visits  in  connection 
with  disinfections,  disinfestations,  drain  tests,  removing  condemned  foods 
for  destruction  and  also  assisted  in  Food  and  Drugs  sampling. 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING. 


The  total  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Corporation  prior  to  the 
war  was  728,  of  which  number  116  were  erected  by  the  Rural  District 
Council  prior  to  the  extension  of  the  boundary,  and  are  below  : — 


Whinfield 

...  76 

3  Bedroom  non-parlour. 

Park  ... 

...  22 

ditto. 

) )  •  •  •  •  •  • 

14 

3  Bedroom  parlour. 

Eastlands 

...  100 

ditto. 

Croop  Hill  1 

...  56 

ditto. 

Bilton  No.  1 

...  16 

ditto. 

)  >  •  •  • 

...  10 

3  Bedroom  non-parlour. 

Hillmorton  1 

...  12 

ditto. 

y  y  •  •  • 

...  22 

3  Bedroom  parlour 

Croop  Hill  2 

...  44 

3  Bedroom  non-parlour. 

Addison  Road 

...  20 

Bungalows. 

y  >  •  •  • 

16 

2  Bedroom  non-parlour. 

y  y  •  •  • 

...  78 

3  ditto. 

y  y  •  •  • 

...  16 

4  ditto. 

Hillmorton  2 

...  34 

Bungalows. 

yy  ... 

...  20 

2  Bedroom  non-parlour. 

y  y  ... 

...  78 

3  ditto. 

y  y  •  •  • 

...  20 

4  ditto. 

Parkfield 

14 

Bungalows. 

yy  ... 

13 

3  Bedroom  non-parlour. 

yy  •  •  • 

...  40 

4  Bedroom  parlour. 

yy  •  •  • 

2 

5  ditto. 

yy  •  •  • 

1 

6  ditto. 

Bilton  No.  2 

4 

728 

3  Bedroom  non-parlour. 

Since  the  war 

to  the  end  of  1948,  the  number  of  houses  erected  is 

as  follows  : — 

Corporation  : 

Parkfield 

...  60 

Temporary  Arcon  2  bedroom  bungalows. 

Station  ... 

...  54 

,,  Tarran 

Overslade 

...  32 

2  Bedroom  bungalows. 

y  y  ... 

...  164 

3  Bedroom  houses. 

y  y  •  •  • 

...  506 

3  Bedroom  B.I.S.F. 

Millfields 

12 

3  Bedroom  houses. 

Private 

...  19 

Re-building  : 

( war  destroyed) 

7 

Kingsway  Housing 

Association 

...  140 

994 

In  addition  conversions  and  adaptations  have  taken  place  to  provide 
54  family  units  of  accommodation. 
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The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  numbers  and  types  of  houses 
let  by  the  Corporation  during  1948  : — 


00 

T—H 

to 

*  <S> 

tq> 

£ 

Total 

i>oootoooo3i>e>r-<03(M 

CO'3,Ud'3|iOCO'3l'3lCOLOiOLO 

[> 

T— < 

« 

P-I 

d 

Exchanges 

Transfers 

CO  C3  Tf  C3  C3  (M  >-<  CO  U"3 

CD 

T— < 

Total  A 

Total 

Cols.  1-15 

In«3M030«PNNMN 

C03"iO'3<iO'3,LO'3<COiPCDlO 

lO 

r— < 

Req. 

Proper¬ 

ties 

Re-Let 

Req. 

Proper¬ 

ties 

CO 

1 

B.I.S.F. 

Houses 

Re-Let 

C3  CO  (M 

CM 

B.I.S.F. 

Houses 

'3<COLO00CDCOCO003<'3<C3'3^ 

C3COCO|M'3<CO'3<COCO'3,'3,'3H 

T"H 

Post  war 
Brick 
Re-Let 

T-H  T-H 

10a  10b 

Post  war 
Brick 
Bungalows 

O.P. 

2 

2  2 

2 

2 

1  1 

03 

Post  war 
Brick 
Houses 

XOOO^iCCDCOtOLCCD^C^OO 

00 

Prefabs. 

Re-Let 

r-003M^-H« 

l> 

Prefabs. 

CD 

1 

to 

tiP  1 

Op 

LO 

to  1 

s  ! 

. 

■3* 

1  T_l  _  ^  „ 

^  1 

CO 

^  -  -  - 

CO 

^  1 

§ 

p 

•3< 

r— ( 

CM 

9-;  CO 

D4  t-h  r~m^  t— «  ,r~<  t-h 

r— < 

CM 

^  r-/  r-H 

Month 

1948 

Tan. 

Feb. 

Mch. 

Apl. 

May 

Tune 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

0  0  0 

K*'!  £*1  pO 
-p  -p  +-> 


o 

o 

p 

X) 

0 

,0 


2 

o 

2 

Td 

0 

rQ 


2 

o 

o 

p 

nd 

0 

-P 


0  0 
Ph  Ph 

r*'> 
-P  -P 


<M  CO 


P 

3 

O 

r—H 


2  2 
o  o 
o  o 

u  p  p 
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03  0 

3 

o  co  -31 


p 

3 


P-l  P-I  P-|  5 

i  i  i  o 
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p 

3 

O 

r— H 

p 
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£ 

O 
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3 

bo 

3 

3 
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w 
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O 
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CO 

3 

O 
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03 
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O 
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(Column  10b)  Post  war  bungalows  let  to  elderly  persons. 


Details  of  the  persons  housed  by  the  Kingsway  Housing  Association 
during  1948  are  as  follows  : — 


M  onth 

Bilton  Estate 

Rokeby  Estate 

Total 

T  enancies 

Nominated 

by 

H.L.S.C. 

Selected  by 
English 
Electric  Co. 
Ltd. 

Nominated 

by 

H.L.S.C. 

Selected  by 
English 
Electric  Co. 
Ltd. 

January  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

February... 

— 

2 

2 

1 

5 

March 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

April 

1 

7 

2 

2 

12 

May 

2 

6 

1 

6 

15 

June 

4 

12 

— 

— 

16 

July 

1 

7 

3 

3 

14 

August  . . . 

1 

9 

3 

4 

17 

September 

— 

9 

1 

2 

12 

October  . . . 

2 

4 

2 

5 

13 

November 

— 

11 

— 

3 

14 

December 

2 

3 

— 

4 

9 

13 

72 

14 

30 

129 

1.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING-HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

1  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  444 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  2,009 

2  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

1  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  — 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  — 

3  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  3 

4  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  342 


2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT 
SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES. 


Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers  . 


281 
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3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  58 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

(■ b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit 

4.  HOUSING  ACT,  1936.  PART  IV.  OVERCROWDING. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  5 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  29 

(■ b )  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
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(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  . 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have 
again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ... 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may 
consider  it  desirable  to  report 


5.  NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  OWNED  BY  THE  LOCAL 

AUTHORITY . 1,722 


Housing  Conditions.  Generally  very  little  real  progress  has  been 
made.  Under  present  conditions  systematic  house  to  house  inspections 
are  impracticable  and  the  inspections  which  have  been  made,  have 
resulted  from  complaints  received.  Considerable  deterioration  is  taking 
place  the  consequences  of  which  will  in  time  become  serious,  but  until 
labour  and  materials  are  easier  and  prices  more  reasonable  no  improvement 
in  the  situation  is  likely.  On  an  average  it  takes  about  three  times  as 
long  as  in  pre-war  days  to  get  work  carried  out. 

Little  action  under  Sections  1 1  and  25  of  the  Housing  Act  has  taken 
place  and  then  only  when  houses  had  become  unsafe  as  well  as  unfit  for 
human  habitation.  As  a  result  of  such  action,  Clearance  Order  No. 
42/1948  was  made  and  confirmed  in  respect  of  two  houses  in  Clifton 
Road,  Rugby  ;  and  in  respect  of  a  house  in  Union  Street,  Rugby,  an 
undertaking  was  accepted  not  to  use  the  premises  for  human  habitation. 
Twenty-three  persons  were  re-housed  from  the  premises  concerned. 

Houses  inspected  numbered  444  and  32  statutory  and  220  informal 
notices  were  served  in  respect  of  defects  found  which  rendered  the  houses 
either  not  wind  and  weather  proof  or  not  in  a  reasonably  habitable  state. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  315  houses  had  been  rendered  reasonably  fit. 

On  the  “  habitable  room  ”  standard,  only  3  houses  were  found  to  be 
overcrowded  although  a  considerable  number  of  complaints  had  been 
received.  Fifty-five  visits  were  made  for  the  purposes  of  investigation, 
but  it  was  found  that  most  of  the  complaints  arose  in  consequence  of 
people,  who  had  made  applications  for  the  tenancy  of  council  houses, 
seeking  additional  grounds  in  support  of  their  applications.  In  practically 
every  case  there  were  two  or  more  families  living  in  one  house. 

One  case  of  a  family  occupying  a  tent  as  their  habitation  was  dealt 
with.  The  occupier  was  an  applicant  on  the  Corporation’s  housing  list 
and  was  granted  the  tenancy  of  a  council  house. 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOODS. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection.  All  slaughtering  for  Rugby  and 
District  is  carried  out  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  at  the  Corpora¬ 
tion’s  Slaughterhouses  at  Rugby.  During  the  year  Southam  R.D.  was 
added  to  the  quota  so  that  over  72,000  persons  are  now  supplied  from 
Rugby.  All  animals  slaughtered  are  fully  inspected  both  ante  and 
post-mortem,  and  all  condemned  meat  and  offals  sent  to  utilization 
plants  for  conversion. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and 
inspected  and  the  details  of  meat  condemned  during  1948. 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed 

2027 

555 

1535 

7194 

311 

11622 

Number  inspected 

2027 

555 

1535 

7194 

311 

11622 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

6 

15 

31 

101 

9 

162 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

556 

171 

15 

388 

45 

1175 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

27-72 

33-51 

3-00 

6-80 

17-36 

11-50 

Tuberculosis  Only  : 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

10 

25 

12 

1 

2 

50 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

271 

185 

19 

475 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

13-86 

37-83 

0-78 

0-01 

6-75 

4-25 

MEAT  CONDEMNED. 


Animals 

Whole  Carcases 

Part  Carcases 

Offal 

No. 

Weight 
in  lbs. 

No. 

Weight 
in  lbs. 

No. 

Weight 
in  lbs. 

Beasts 

16 

6264 

53 

3118 

1268 

21920 

Cows 

40 

18512 

30 

1985 

960 

13279 

Sheep 

102 

4033 

92 

725 

389 

1479 

Pigs . 

11 

1053 

34 

781 

55 

260 

Calves 

43 

1822 

11 

243 

49 

401 

Total  ... 

212 

31684 

220 

6852 

2721 

37339 

GRAND  TOTAL  75,875  lbs.  or  33  Tons,  17  cwt.,  51  lbs. 
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It  is  noted  again  that  Tuberculosis  shows  no  sign  of  decreasing  among 
food  animals  and  over  one  third  of  the  cows  slaughtered  were  found  to  be 
suffering  from  this  disease  to  a  greater  or  lesser  extent  in  spite  of  the 
greater  activity  towards  the  elimination  of  the  tuberculous  cow  and 
the  establishment  of  many  more  Tuberculin  Tested  herds. 

In  these  days  of  meat  shortage  it  causes  some  heart-burning  that 
38,536  lbs.  of  meat,  which  is  sufficient  for  more  than  a  week’s  ration  for 
the  Area,  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

All  other  foods  are  subject  to  inspection  by  your  Sanitary  Inspectors 
and  during  the  year  293  certificates  of  unfitness  were  issued  covering  : — 


Article 

Tins  or 
Packets 

j 

Lbs. 

Bacon  ... 

27 

Cereals... 

213 

Cheese 

oo2 

Eggs . 

8 

25  (Number) 

Fish 

165 

20681 

Flour  Confectionery  ... 

42 

Fruit  ... 

244 

65 

Meat  ... 

1 66 

648J 

Milk  . 

320 

Preserves 

135 

Snot  •••  •••  ••• 

56 

Sugar  ... 

712 

Sugar  Confectionery  ... 

554 

Soup  ... 

56 

Vegetables 

1035 

164 

Total  ... 

1994 

4222  .  , 
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Food  and  Drugs.  One  hundred  and  eighty  samples  were  submitted 
to  the  Public  Analyst  and  the  table  below  summarises  the  results  obtained 
and  action  taken  : — 


Article 

Formal 

Informal 

Gen¬ 

uine 

A  dult- 
erated 

Gen¬ 

uine 

Adult¬ 

erated 

Action  Taken 

Alcoholic  Peppermint 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Almond  Substitute  . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Baking  Powder 

1 

— 

2 

— 

Beer 

10 

— 

— 

— 

Brawn 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Butter 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Camphorated  Oil 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Cheese 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cocoa  &  Malt. . 

1 

Sample  No.  107.  Found  to  be  mouldy. 
Vendor  interviewed  and  surrendered 
stock. 

Coffee  . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Coffee  Essence 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Cooking  Fat  . . 

2 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Culinary  Oil  . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Cordials 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Cocktails 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Dried  Onions  .  . 

- - 

— 

1 

— 

Eucalyptus 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Flavourings  . . 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Gin 

2 

- - 

— 

— 

Glycerin  of  Thymol  . . 

— ■ 

— 

1 

— 

Golden  Raising  Powder 

- — - 

— 

1 

— 

Grape  Fruit  Juice 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Grape  Puree  . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Honey,  Glycerine  &  Lemon 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Indian  Brandee 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Iodine  . . 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Jam  ..  . 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Jelly  Crystals.  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Lemonade  Crystals  .  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Luncheon  Meat 

1 

— 

— 

Meat 

— 

— 

1 

Milk . 

69 

10 

Sample  No.  50.  From  Vendor — 

Deficient  of  10%  Fat.  “  Course  of 
Delivery”  Samples.  Nos.  61,  63,  64, 
65,  66,  and  67— Deficient  of  13%,  3%, 
10%,  26%,  6%  and  13%  Fat  respec¬ 
tively.  “  Appeal  to  the  Cow  ”  samples 
Nos.  68,  69  and  72  deficient  of  13%, 
6%,  and  10%  Fat  respectively. 
Referred  to  Agricultural  Advisor. 

Orange  Juice  .  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Nasal  Compound 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Oatmeal 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Olive  Oil 

— 

2 

— 

Pepper. . 

— 

1 

— 

Informal  Sample  No.  30 — Unsatisfactory 
Label.  Formal  Sample  No.  47 — 
Unsatisfactory  Label.  Manufacturers 
informed.  Label  amended. 

Quinine  &  Cinnamon  Tablets 

1 

_ 

1 

Rum  . . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Salad  Dressing 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Sap  Green  .  .  .  .  .  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Sample  No.  123.  Unsatisfactory.  No 
stock  left  for  Formal  Sampling. 

Sauces 

— 

2 

1 

Sausages 

14 

2 

1 

Sample  No.  103.  Deficient  of  45%  Meat. 
Vendor  Prosecuted  and  fined  £10  and 
costs.  Sample  No.  105 — S02  present 
— No  notice  in  shop.  Vendor  warned. 

Savoury  Faggots 

i 

— 

— 

— 

Self  Raising  Flour 

i 

— 

3 

— 

Syrup  of  Figs 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Tomato  Ketchup 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Vinegar 

4 

| 

1 

— 

Vitamin  Tonic 

1 

— 

T otal  .  . 

114 

13 

50 

3 

| 
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Milk  and  Dairies.  Twenty  seven  cowsheds  and  fifty  one  dairies 
were  registered  within  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  67 
names  of  dairymen  on  the  register  comprise 


Producer/Wholesalers 

...  22 

Producer/Retailers  ... 

6 

Wholesalers . 

...  4 

Retailers  ...  ...  ...  ... 

...  25 

Occupiers  of  shops  where  milk  is  sold  ... 

...  10 

Some  progress  has  been  made  in  bringing  dairy  premises  up  to  a 
modern  standard  and  during  the  year  one  new  dairy  was  built  and  two 
were  in  the  course  of  building  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Four  notices  were 
served  for  minor  defects  two  of  which  have  been  complied  with.  One 
dairyman’s  registration  was  withdrawn,  after  considerable  pressure  to 
improve  his  dairy  premises  and  methods  had  been  applied  without 
result. 


An  increasing  demand  for  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  is  being  encoun¬ 
tered  by  the  retailers  and  two  further  licences  to  bottle  T.T.  Milk  were 
granted  making  a  total  of  4.  In  addition  a  supplementary  licence  to 
retail  pasteurised  milk  was  in  operation. 

The  appended  table  shows  the  number  and  quality  of  samples  taken 
for  examination  during  1948. 


Type 

Pasteur¬ 
ised  ! 

Sterilized 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

Ungraded 

Tc 

dal 

Sat. 

N.S. 

Sat. 

N.S. 

Sat. 

N.S. 

Sat. 

N.S. 

Sat. 

N.S. 

T.B.  Inoculation  ... 

1 

. 

- 

_ 

4 

_ 

42 

_ 

47 

— 

Methylene  Blue,  etc. 

24 

— 

22 

— 

7 

6 

112 

61 

165 

67 

Chemical 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

63 

10 

69 

10 

Total  ... 

31 

— 

22 

— 

11 

6 

217 

71 

281 

77 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  keeping  quality  of  the  T.T.  Milk  has  not 
been  wholly  satisfactory.  In  one  case  this  was  due  to  a  failure  of  equip¬ 
ment  at  the  farm  and  in  the  other  to  the  overlong  carry  from  the  farm  to 
dealer.  The  second  case  was  taken  up  with  the  Ministry  of  Food.  The 
pasteurised  milk  supply  has  been  satisfactory  this  year.  Samples  of  milk 
from  all  sources  of  supply  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  living 
tubercle  bacilli  with  negative  results. 
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Ice  Cream.  73  visits  were  made  to  premises  retailing  or  manu¬ 
facturing  ice  cream  in  the  Borough.  There  were  1 1  persons  manufacturing 
ice  cream,  6  of  whom  were  using  the  complete  cold  mix  method.  Some 
of  the  remainder  manufacture  at  registered  dairies.  Rugby  seems  to  be 
a  happy  hunting  ground  for  itinerant  vendors  from  the  neighbouring 
towns  no  fewer  than  9  being  registered.  The  standard  of  cleanliness  is 
fairly  high  among  retailers  but  more  attention  must  be  paid  to  the  general 
cleanliness  of  utensils  and  equipment,  or  the  old  fashioned  cornet  and 
wafer  must  be  superseded  by  pre-packed  ice  cream,  the  sale  of  which 
is  already  on  the  increase.  A  standard  of  quality  has  not  been  adopted 
and  the  bacterial  cleanliness  standard  is  only  in  the  experimental  stage. 

Food  Preparation  Premises.  Three  new  fried  fish  shops  have 
been  registered  during  the  year  bringing  the  total  number  of  registered 
premises  under  the  Rugby  Corporation  Act,  1933,  to  66,  to  which  190 
visits  have  been  paid. 

Progress  is  being  made  in  these  as  in  all  food  premises  towards 
bringing  them  up  to  such  a  standard  as  to  comply  with  the  Corporation’s 
“  Schedule  of  Requirements,”  which  is  an  interpretation  of  the  require¬ 
ments  of  Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  which  is 
accepted  by  the  traders  concerned  as  reasonable. 
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SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 


1.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Smallpox.  No  cases  were  notified. 

Scarlet  Fever.  162  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  compared 
with  80  in  1947.  No  deaths  occurred. 

Diphtheria.  One  case  was  originally  notified,  but  the  diagnosis 
was  not  confirmed  and  the  notification  was  subsequently  withdrawn. 

Whooping  Cough.  82  cases  were  notified.  There  was  one  death 
from  this  disease. 

Measles.  During  the  year,  a  total  of  587  cases  were  notified,  the 
greatest  number  (251)  occurring  in  December,  which  marked  the  beginning 
of  a  period  when  measles  was  extremely  prevalent  in  the  town.  No 
deaths  were  recorded. 

Erysipelas.  A  total  of  17  cases  were  notified  compared  with  6  the 
previous  year. 

Diarrhoea.  ( Under  2  years).  There  were  no  deaths  ascribed  to 
this  cause  compared  with  7  in  1947. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  4  cases  were  notified  compared  with  2  in  1947. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  There  were  2  cases  in  1948,  the  same 
number  as  in  the  previous  year. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis.  One  case  was  notified  compared  with  4  in 
1947. 

Pneumonia.  31  cases  were  notified,  3  less  than  the  previous  year. 
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2.  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


Immunisation  against  diphtheria  was  carried  out  at  the  First  Aid 
Post,  Temple  Street,  Rugby,  School  Medical  Inspections  and  by  private 
practitioners  during  the  year.  The  following  table  gives  details  of  the 
immunisation  carried  out  up  to  the  31st  December,  1947  : — 


Year 

No.  of  children  who 
completed  a  full  course 
of  Immunisation  during 
the  year 

No.  of 

children  given 
Reinforcing 
dose 

Under 

5  years 

5—15 

years 

T  otal 

1941 

414 

2,530 

2,944 

Figures  not 
available. 

1942 

615 

849 

1,464 

ditto 

1943 

307 

218 

525 

ditto 

1944 

443 

183 

626 

ditto 

1945 

596 

40 

636 

ditto 

1946 

476 

24 

500 

ditto 

1947 

466 

14 

490 

ditto 

1948 

475 

59 

534 

87 

Totals 

3,792 

3,917 

7,709 

Estimated 

!  mid-year 
population, 
1948. 

4,132 

6,067 

10,199 

3.  TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  year  60  new  cases  were  notified,  53  respiratory  and 
7  non-respiratory.  12  new  cases  were  not  notified  in  the  Borough. 
These  were  transfers  from  other  authorities. 

The  following  table  shows  the  age  incidence  of  the  new  cases  and  of 
deaths  from  the  disease  : — 


AGE  INCIDENCE  OF  NEW  CASES  AND  DEATHS 
FROM  TUBERCULOSIS,  1948. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Respiratory 

N  on-respiratory 

Respir  atory 

N  on-respiratory 

Periods 

Male 

Female 

M  ale 

Female 

Male 

Female 

M  ale 

Female 

—1 

—5 

—15 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

—25 

7 

8 

— 

— 

- — 

3 

2 

— 

—35 

9 

6 

1 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

—45 

3 

3 

— 

— 

6 

1 

— 

2 

—55 

5 

— 

1 

— 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 65 

5 

1 

1 

— 

8 

1 

— 

— 

65  + 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

33 

20 

5 

2 

22 

9 

4 

2 
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On  5th  July,  1948,  the  National  Health  Service  Act  came  into 
operation,  and  the  tuberculosis  service  of  the  County  until  then  adminis¬ 
tered  by  a  Joint  Committee  came  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board,  except  that  part  of  the  work  relating  to  after  care,  which 
remained  with  the  Health  Authority. 

The  hospitals,  sanatoria  and  tuberculosis  dispensaries  in  the  larger 
centres  of  population  from  5th  July  were  controlled  by  the  Regional 
Board  at  Birmingham,  and  since  that  time  it  has  been  noted  that  the 
number  of  cases  awaiting  admission  to  hospitals  has  not  in  any  way 
diminished.  The  reasons  given  are  almost  entirely  related  to  shortage 
of  nursing  staff.  Cases  are  placed  on  the  urgent  priority  list  by  the 
Tuberculosis  Medical  Officers  but  admission  to  the  sanatoria  is  often 
delayed  for  many  months.  The  local  authorities  are  most  concerned 
with  these  problems,  as  in  many  instances  open  cases  of  tuberculosis 
live  in  conditions  where  segregation  is  impossible,  and  the  rehousing  of 
such  patients  in  more  favourable  circumstances  pending  hospital  admission 
cannot  be  carried  out  until  new  houses  are  available.  Such  cases  are  in 
potential  danger  to  the  remaining  members  of  the  family.  When  the 
only  real  preventive  method  is  in  hospital  under  skilled  medical  attention 
— the  patient  in  many  cases  may  be  beyond  hope  of  recovery  but  the 
remainder  of  the  family  can  be  protected  from  infection  by  such  isolation. 

The  Council  are  much  alive  to  the  responsibility,  and  have  rehoused 
cases  on  evidence  produced  by  myself  without  any  hesitation. 

In  addition  to  isolation  hospital,  rehousing  of  patients  in  more 
favourable  conditions  cover  after  care  in  their  present  homes  by  experi¬ 
enced  Health  Visitors,  who  advise  on  matters  of  hygiene  and  prevention, 
and  also  by  the  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer,  is  of  great  assistance  in  many 
cases.  The  provision  of  sleeping  shelters  for  erection  in  the  garden  of  a 
house  of  a  patient  is  part  of  the  County  Council’s  after  care  scheme,  and 
will  assist  many  cases  over  the  waiting  period  until  admitted  to  hospital. 
In  addition  there  is  a  special  allowances  grant  for  extra  nourishment. 

The  outstanding  need  is  for  additional  staffed  hospital  beds,  so  that 
early  cases  can  receive  adequate  treatment  and  the  cases  which  are  often 
beyond  hope  of  recovery  can  be  removed  to  a  place  where  he  or  she  cannot 
infect  the  other  members  of  the  family. 

Mass  Miniature  Radiography.  The  Mass  Radiography  Unit 
operated  in  the  Borough  during  the  month  of  October  for  a  period  of  two 
weeks.  The  sessions  were  open  to  the  public,  and  all  the  persons 
examined  were  volunteers.  The  figures  given  below  do  not  include  the. 
examination  of  factory  personnel,  who  were  previously  X-rayed  in  1947. 

The  following  summary  of  the  results  was  kindly  supplied  by  Dr 
Gordon  Evans,  the  Medical  Director  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  : — 


Male 

Adults  School 
Children 


Female  Total 

Adults  School 
Children 


No.  of  miniature  examina¬ 


tions  ... 


768 


360  1416 


342  2886 


No.  of  large  films... 


84 


128 


212 


No.  of  clinical  examina¬ 
tions  ... 


3 


49 


7 


87 


28 
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Results  of  clinical  examinations  of  adults. 


Males 

Chronic  Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  : 

Patient  referred  to  own  Doctor ...  ...  ...  1 

No  further  action  considered  necessary  ...  ...  1 

Consolidation  of  unknown  cause  : 

Patient  referred  to  own  Doctor ...  ...  ...  2 

Bronchiectasis  : 

Patient  referred  to  own  Doctor ...  ...  ...  3 

No  further  action  considered  necessary  ...  ...  1 

Pneumonokoniosis  : 

Patient  referred  to  own  Doctor ...  ...  ...  1 

No  further  action  considered  necessary  ...  ...  1 

Basal  Fibrosis  : 

Patient  referred  to  own  Doctor ...  ...  ...  1 

Cardio  Vascular  Lesions  : 

Patient  referred  to  own  Doctor ...  ...  ...  1 

No  further  action  considered  necessary  ...  ... 

Pleural  thickening  : 

Patient  referred  to  own  Doctor  ...  ...  ...  — 

Miscellaneous  : 

Cardiospasm — Referred  to  own  Doctor  ...  ...  — 

Pleuropericardial  cysts — Referred  to  own  Doctor  — 

Transposition  of  viscera — No  further  action 

considered  necessary  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Fibro  cystic  disease — Referred  to  own  Doctor  ...  1 

Old  healed  abscess  of  spine — No  further  action 

considered  necessary  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Abnormalities  of  Bony  Thorax  : 

No  further  action  considered  necessary  ...  ...  — 

Tuberculosis — inactive  primary  lesion  : 

No  further  action  considered  necessary  ...  ...  3 


Females 

1 

3 


3 

3 


2 

1 

1 

1 


1 


1 
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Results  of  clinical  examinations  of  adults  ( continued ). 


Males  Females 

Tuberculosis — inactive  post  primary  : 

Referred  to  own  Doctor  ...  ...  ...  ...  4  10 

No  further  action  considered  necessary  ...  ...  5  10 

Tuberculosis — active  post  primary  : 

Referred  to  own  Doctor  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  5 

Already  under  treatment.  No  further  action 

considered  necessary  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  1 

Tuberculosis — pleural  effusion  : 

Referred  to  own  Doctor  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  2 

No  abnormality  found  on  clinical  examination 

and  no  further  action  considered  necessary  —  4 

28  49 


Survey  of  Rugby  School  Children. 

Boys 

No.  of  children  X-rayed  ...  ...  ...  ...  360 

No.  of  children  recalled  for  clinical  examination  ...  3 

Results  of  Clinical  Examination. 

Bronchiectasis  : 

Patient  referred  to  own  Doctor ...  ...  ...  1 

No  further  action  considered  necessary  ...  ...  1 

Tuberculosis — inactive  primary  lesion  : 

Patient  referred  to  own  Doctor ...  ...  ...  1  3 

No  further  action  considered  necessary  ...  ...  —  1 

Broncho-pneumonia  : 

Patient  referred  to  own  Doctor ...  ...  ...  —  1 

Pleural  thickening  : 

Patient  referred  to  own  Doctor ...  ...  ...  —  2 


Girls 

342 

7 
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AGE  INCIDENCE  OF  CIVILIAN  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
(OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  FOR  1948. 

FINAL  FIGURES  AFTER  CORRECTION. 


Disease 

0— 

1— 

3— 

5— 

10— 

15— 

25— 

35— 

45— 

55— 

65  + 

All 

Ages 

Scarlet  Fever 

16 

23 

73 

39 

4 

4 

3 

162 

Whooping  Cough 

13 

16 

23 

27 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

82 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Measles 

15 

100 

155 

248 

35 

25 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

587 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

■ — - 

— 

— 

- — 

— - 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  ... 

- — - 

3 

2 

10 

— 

1 

1 

5 

4 

4 

1 

31 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- — 

— 

1 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

- — - 

- — - 

— 

Encephalitis 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

■ — - 

— 

— 

- — - 

■ — - 

— 

Enteric  or  Typhoid 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

fevers 

Paratyphoid ... 
Erysipelas 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

2 

1 

_ 

5 

3 

5 

17 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 
Ophthalmia  Neonat- 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ - 

_ 

— 

— 

2 

orum 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

— 

- — 

• — - 

- — - 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

' 

— 

r 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
(OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS),  1948. 


Disease 

January 

February 

March 

April 

I* 

< 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

14 

12 

22 

11 

26 

32 

24 

5 

3 

4 

5 

6 

162 

Whooping  Cough... 

5 

3 

3 

12 

9 

10 

2 

5 

4 

10 

7 

12 

82 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

Measles 

10 

16 

53 

47 

14 

17 

21 

13 

2 

71 

72 

251 

587 

Diphtheria 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

3 

3 

4 

6 

1 

4 

2 

3 

1 

— 

2 

1 

31 

Dysentery... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

— - 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Smallpox  ... 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid  ... 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — • 

— 

Erysipelas... 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

17 

Cerebro-spinal 

Fever... 

Ophthalmia  Neona¬ 
torum 

1 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

1 

- — - 

— 

1 

— 1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

• — 

4 

Food  Poisoning  ... 
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SECTION  G. 


Statistical  Tables. 


BIRTH  RATES,  CIVILIAN  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY 
AND  CASES  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  FOR 
THE  BOROUGH  OF  RUGBY  AND  ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  1948. 


Rugby 

M.B. 

England 
&  Wales 

Rates  per  1,000  of 

population 

Live  Births 

17-31 

17-9 

Still  Births 

... 

... 

0-38 

0-42 

Deaths  : 

All  causes 

9-85 

10-8 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

0-00 

0-00 

Whooping  Cough 

0-02 

0-02 

Diphtheria 

0-00 

0-00 

Tuberculosis  ... 

0-82 

0-51 

Influenza 

0-02 

0-03 

Smallpox 

— 

_ 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

0-00 

0-01 

Pneumonia 

0-31 

0-41 

Rate  per  1,000  live 

births 

Deaths  under  one  year 

... 

... 

23-02 

34 

Rates  per  1,000  of 

Notifications  : 

population 

Typhoid 

(-) 

0-00 

0-01 

Paratyphoid  ... 

(-) 

0-00 

0-01 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  ... 

(— ) 

0-00 

0-03 

Scarlet  Fever 

(162) 

3-59 

1-73 

Whooping  Cough 

(82) 

1-81 

3-42 

Diphtheria 

(-) 

0-00 

0-08 

Erysipelas 

(17) 

0-38 

0-21 

Smallpox 

(— ) 

— 

— 

Measles 

(587) 

12-99 

9-34 

Pneumonia 

(31) 

0-69 

0-73 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

(1) 

0-02 

0-04 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

(-) 

0-00 

0-00 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1948  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


T  uberculosis 

Death 

Rate 

^accviccooco— 't^r-(C7)coi>cvioiOTfTti^-(00<x>cvj 
iOI>COOOCDI>OOCOiOiOI>t^iOi0^rCDI>iOCDOO 

OOO^rliOOOOOOOOOOCDOOOOO 

Tuberculosis 

Deaths 

i-hi-(i-.<MC<IM<NCOC<I<M<MCOCOiMC<|i-‘C^CO<N<MCO 

Infant 

M  ortality 

© 

iOOO<N<M<NiOlOOO©©©)<X’t'>Tt<T-<a5Tt<CDr-<<OCO 

<X)'^,rf<©©TfTrc^iO'^coco^tTrcococo^ticococvi 

Infant 

Deaths 
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Death 

Rate 
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r-H  r-H  ^— (  r— 1  r— (  T-H  r— (  H  r-H  r-H  r-H  i— (  r-H  hH  r— <  r-H  O') 

Total 

No.  of 
Deaths 

©©©<N©<NC^'©Oq©©©OOt^©C<l©©OOC<|iO 

WOOCOMCOiCOO^N^iOOCOwCOOMCOOOTh 

Birth 

Rate 
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No.  of 

Live 
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